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Authority: Toronto and East York Community Council Item TE33.19, as adopted by City of 
Toronto Council on June 26, 27, 28 and 29, 2018 

CITY OF TORONTO 

BY-LAW 8-2019 

To designate the property at 10-20 Widmer Street (Widmer Street Row Houses) as being of 
cultural heritage value or interest. 

Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Counci I of a municipality to enact by-laws to 
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be ofcultural heritage 
value or interest; and 

Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at I 0-20 Widmer Street 
(Widmer Street Row Houses) as being of cultural heritage value or interest; and 

Whereas the Council of the City of Toronto has caused to be served upon the owners of the lands 
and premises known as 10-20 Widmer Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, Notice of 
Intention to designate the property, and has caused the Notice of Intention to be posted on the 
City's web site for a period of 30 days in accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, 
Public, Article 11, § 162-4.1. Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 

Whereas no notice of objection was served upon the Clerk of the municipality; and 

Whereas the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule A to this by-law; 

The Council of the City of Toronto enacts: 

1. The property at 10-20 Widmer Street, more particularly described in Schedule B attached 
to this by-law, is designated as being of cultural heritage value or interest. 

2. The City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be registered against the 
property described in Schedule B to this by-law in the proper Land Registry Office. 

3. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served upon the owners 
of the property at 10-20 Widmer Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to cause 
notice of this by-law to be posted on the City's web site for a period of30 days in 
accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article IT,§ 162-4.1. 
Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act. 

Enacted and passed on December 13, 2018. 

Frances Nunziata, 
Speaker 

(Seal of the City) 

U lli S. W atkiss, 
City Clerk 
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SCHEDULE A 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

I 0-20 Widmer Street 

The properties at 10-20 Widmer Street are worthy of designation under Part IV, Section 29 of the 
Ontario Heritage Act for their cultural heritage value, and meet Ontario Regulation 9/06, the 
provincial criteria prescribed for municipal designation under all three categories of design, 
associative and contextual value. 

Description 

Located on the west side of the street, north of King Street West, the properties at 10-20 Widmer 
Street contain six 2Y,-storey house form buildings dating to 1876 whose construction is attributed 
to Toronto builder William A. Grant and his brothers. As the surviving six units of the original 
JO-part row, the Widmer Street Row Houses occupy land that was first developed for Toronto's 
inaugural general hospital and leased by the institution's trustees until the sale of the properties in 
the late 20th century. 

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value 

The properties at 10-20 Widmer Street have cultural heritage value for their design as the oldest 
surviving group of row houses in the King-Spadina neighbourhood that are designed in the 
prototypical Toronto Bay-n-Gable style. The remaining six units of the original group of 
10 buildings are distinguished by the elevated entrances, the bay windows that extend two stories 
from the raised bases to the first (ground) floor, and the original detailing that includes the brick 
corbels organizing the units into pairs, the pair of paneled wood doors on 10 Widmer, and the 
fish-scale shingles and wood detailing in the gable on 20 Widmer. 

The associative value of the properties at 10-20 Widmer Street is through their contribution to an 
understanding of the development and evolution of the King-Spadina neighbourhood where they 
are located on the lands originally developed for Toronto's first general hospital when the 
community was an institutional enclave (where the third Provincial Parliament Buildings were 
also situated) adjoined by residential subdivisions. The Widmer Street Row Houses were 
constructed following the relocation of York (Toronto) General Hospital, but prior to the 
transfonnation ofKing-Spadina as the city's new manufacturing district after the Great Fire of 
1904. With the removal of most of the residential buildings that characterized the 
neighbourhood, the Widmer S trcet Row !-louses survi vcd to reflect the late-19th century 
appearance of this part ofKing-Spadina. 

Contextually, the properties at 10-20 Widmer Street contribute to the historical character of the 
K ing-Spadina neighbourhood as it emerged in the 19th century as an institutional and residential 
enclave prior to its evolution as Toronto's industrial centre. The Widmer Street Row Houses are 
historically, visually and physically related to their surroundings where they stand as the last 
remaining 19th century residential buildings on Widmer Street. 



3 
City of Toronto By-law 8-2019 

Heritage Attributes 

The heritage attributes of the Widmer Street Row Houses at 10-20 Widmer Street are: 

• The setback, placement and orientation of the row of six house form buildings on the west 
side of the street, north of King Street West 

• The scale, form and massing of the 2V,-storey buildings with the rectangular-shaped plans 
above the raised bases (the door openings in the bases are not original) 

• The gable roofs with the steeply-pitched gables on the east ends, with the surviving fish-scale 
shingles and wood detailing in the gable on 20 Widmer Street (the current bargeboard is not 
original), and the brick chimneys on the south elevation of 10 Widmer and the north 
elevation of20 Widmer 

• The yellow brick cladding with the brick, stone and wood detailing 
• The arrangement of the six row houses into three pairs, which are organized as mirror images 

with the elevated entrances placed side by side, accessed by sets of stairs with wood 
detailing, and protected by open porches (the porches on the units at 18 and 20 Widmer 
Street have been removed) 

• On the east elevations, the segmental-arched door openings containing transoms and, on the 
building at 10 Widmer Street, the pair of paneled wood doors 

• The fenestration on the east elevation of each individual building, with the bay window that 
extends from the base to the first (ground) floor and contains large segmental-arched 
openings that are repeated in the second storey above the bay window and the entrance 

• The detailing on the east elevations, with the brick voussoirs and stone keystones on the door 
and window openings, the stone sills, and the corbelled brickwork along the roofline 
separating each pair of buildings 

The rear (west) wings and additions arc not identified as heritage attributes. 
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SCHEDULEB 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

l O Widmer Street 

PIN 21412-0177 (LT) 
Part of Lots 32 and 33 on Plan 84 Toronto, designated as Parts 1 and 2 on Plan 63R-3863; City 
of Toronto. 

12 Widmer Street 

PIN 21412-0176 (LT) 
Part of Lots 31 and 32 on Plan 84 Toronto as in CT971329; City of Toronto. 

14 Widmer Street 

PIN 21412-0175 (LT) 
Part of Lots 30 and 31 on Plan 84 Toronto as in CT691528; City of Toronto. 
Registered owner: Widmer Residences Corp. 

16 Widmer Street 

PIN 21412-0174 (LT) 
Part of Lots 29 and 30 on Plan 84 Toronto as in CA310632; City of Toronto. 

18 Widmer Street 

PIN 21412-0173 (LT) 
Part of Lots 29 and 30 on Plan 84 Toronto as in CT966288; City of Toronto. 

20 Widmer Street 

PIN 21412-0172 (LT) 
Part of Lots 28 and 29 on Plan 84 Toronto as in CT907480; City of Toronto. 


