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RE:  DESIGNATION OF A PROPERTY UNDER PART IV OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT, 

MCCAULEY-COUPERTHWAITE HOUSE, 5560 14TH AVENUE 
 
 
Dear ; 
 
This will confirm that at a meeting held on July 14, 2022, the Markham City Council approved By-law 
2022-97 to designate the McCauley-Couperthwaite House pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act. 
  
As per the requirements of the Ontario Heritage Act, the following information is to be served on the owner 
of the property, on any person who previously objected to the intention to designate the property and on the 
Ontario Heritage Trust: 
 

i.  A copy of the by-law; and  
ii.  Notice that any person who objects to the by-law may appeal to the Ontario Land Tribunal by 

giving the Tribunal and the clerk of the municipality, within 30 days after the date of newspaper 
publication of notice of the by-law, a notice of appeal setting out the objection to the by-law and 
the reasons in support of the objection, accompanied by the fee charged by the Tribunal. 

  
Please find attached the Designation By-law.  Should you have any questions concerning the by-law or its 
implications, please contact Regan Hutcheson, Manager, Heritage Planning at rhutcheson@markham.ca or 
Evan Manning, Senior Heritage Planner at emanning@markham.ca. 
 
 
 
Kimberley Kitteringham 
City Clerk 
 
C.  Ontario Heritage Trust 
 
Attachment: Designation By-law 
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By-la,v 2022-97 
A by-law to dc;;ignatc a property as being of 

Cultural lfrritngc Value or lnten:,:t 
l\'h.:('auicy-Cm1pcrlhwaitc !louse 

\\'!!ERE.AS l'ur,,uam ltJ P.ut IV, Scc!ion ofth.: Ontario lkrilagc Ac:l, ,hc (.'(ium:il of 
a i'-'lunicipalily is .1ulhori1.cd to cmu.:I hy-laws h> <lcsignah:: a real property, includin::; all 
th,• building,, and strw::turcs thercnn, lo be oCCulturnl Heritage Value nr Interest; 

WHEREAS the property dc~cribcd in Schedule ··x' 1,, this By-law (the '·Property") 
hi:ing Pt Lt 6 Con 7 ,.;nniains the rnltur;i] hcrita),lc n::,oun:<:> known ns the McCauky
Coupcrlh\\'aitc I lou,,c•; 

AND WIIEHEAS the Couneil or the Coqmrntion o!'tht:: City <•l' 1vlarkham. hy l'l.$Pllllinn 
or passed on Fd,ruary 8, 2022. has eaU:;l:d In he scrv.:d on th,: owners ol' the fonds nnd 
picmi~cs at: 

.lamsl11:d l lussaini 
J(,t)7.\16(Jntmio Inc. 

i:/n Buh Shanhhag 
Construction Point 
I 7R \lain Sttcd, Uuit '.\0.J 
t>.larkham. Onlano UR :!(i() 

and upon thi: Ontario lkritagc T1ust, m>licc or intcntion to tk~ignah: the tvkCaulcy
t\,upenhw,:ih:: H,,u;;c, 5560 14th Avem1c. and h:is cau:,,:,i :,u,;li noticc nf intention to be 
p11bl.ishcd om.:c in a newspaper having a general cin.:ul.ition in the nmnicipality, :.md ha~ 
not been scn ed notkc of objectim1 within the pn.:scribcd time p,:rind; 

AND WHl:.JU'.t\S Cuum.:il has tk:~cribc<l the Pmpcrly, set out (he Statcment or Cultural 
lkrit.ige Value or Intcrcst for the PropL:rty, nnd dc~c·rihc1l the heritage attributes or the 
Properly in Sch<.!<lu!c "fr· lo this Hy-law, which forms ran n!'this By-law; 

NOW THl.:REFORE THE COUNCIL OF Tiff CORPORATION OF TllE ClTY OF 
MARKHAM HEREBY ENACTS AS FO!..LO\.VS: 

THAT the foHmving real property, more pa11icularly ckscrihc<l in Sd1cdulc "A .. 
anadicd hereto and forming pa11 ol'lhis by-law is hereby dcsign:111:<l as being of 
cultural hcrifag.c value or interest: 

l\kCaulcy- Coupcrtl11\·ai1c ! louse 
5500 14th Av1:nue 
City orl\.taikl:nm 
The Regional Municipality ofYorl; 

Tll:\T the City Solicitor is hl'n:by authmizcd to cause a c:opy of this by-law to he 
n:gi:,tcrc<l ,ig,,inst the pw1;crtic~ de,,c:ribcd in Schedule'";\" a1lad1cd h.:rcto in lh1:. 
propcrty Land Registry Olfo:c. 

Read a nr~t. scc,,nJ, :ind third time nm! pa ,t.cd fo!v 1--1, 20:!2. 



!l) law 2t}2]-lJ7 

l'a1:-'c 2 

SCHEDULE 'A' TO 
B-\7-LA W 2022-97 

In 1he City of Markham in the Regional tvlunicipality of York, properly 
dc,criptions as ltlllows: 

McCauky-C'oupcrthwaik l !Puse 
55()() !--I th Avenue 
PT LT (l CON 7 MARKllAM AS lN MA l 54--14, LXCLPT MJ\4(1582, 
1\1A48(169, MA693!6, MA792M, R2t)4269 & R.543729; MARKHAM 

!'IN: 029l6-0h32 



l\y-1.m 2ll.1 2-97 
PJgi..·] 

SCHEDULE 'B' TO 
BY-LAW 2022-97 

STATEMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUE OR 
INTEREST 

McCauley-Coupcrthwaite House 
55(,0 14th Avenut.: 

"] he IvkCaulcy-Couperlhwaite House is recommemled frlf designation under 

l'arl IV, Seetiun 29 l)l"the Onlario Heritage Acl as a property of cultural heritage 

, aluc or inkrcst, as described in following Statement of Cultural He1itage Value 
or Interest. 

Description of Propertv 

The l\:kCauley-Coupe11hwaite House is a one-and-a-half" storey frame dwelling 

located on the north side of 14th Avenue, approximately midway between MeCuwan 

Road ttl the west, and i\larkhmn Road to the ca,t. The house, whieh is oriented 

southwards, is situated on fom1cr ag1icullural land that is transitioning to industrial 

and commercial uses. 

Dcsit:n and Physical Value 

Tiu: McCauley-Couperthwaitc House has design and physical value as a 

representative example of a vernacular fam1housc with Gothic Revival influences. 

This is most clearly seen in its asymmetrical form, roof" pitch, and steep gables. This 

building form was popular from the mid to the late 19th century. The McCaulcy

Couperthwaite I louse, constructed in 1870, is a picturesque house that contrasts with 

the sober Georgian symmetry of earlier vernacular fann residences in the former 

Markham Township. Based on a review of archival photography, the dwelling 

always foalured restrained ornamentation in contnbl to other frame dwellings of its 

time period. 

Historical and Associative Value 

The McCauley-Coupcr,hwuilc !louse has historical and associative value as the 

former home of Thomas lvlcCauley, a Scottish immigrant, and his wife, Nancy 

Stover McCauley, a member of' an early American immigrant MennonitG family that 

had cslablislwd themselves at this location in l 816. The prope1ty is of additional 

historical interest as the fonner home of Jolm and Sarah Couperlhwaitc, whose 

presence on the property was documented in an archival photograph in the collection 

of the Markham Museum that shows the fannhousG as it appeared in the 19 l Os. 

Contcxiual Value 

The l'vlcCaulcy-Coupcrthwaite House is one of the fow remaining heritage buildings 

in the southeastern part of Markham. Development in the 1970s and 1980s removed 

many of the original farmhouses dating to the nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries, rcp)ncing the associated agricultural uses with residential and commercial 

buildings t)'l)ical or a suburban s<.;tting. Th<.; existing house remains us a reminder or 
the former agricultural community that preceded the current built environment. 
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Significant Architectural :\tfdhuks 

Character-defining attributes that embody the cultural heritage value of the 

1\lcCauley-Coupcrthwaite l lnusc arc organi1-ed by their respective Ontario 
Rcgulation t);0(1 criteria below: 

l li'ri/uge 1111rih111es that com'cr 1/ie propcny ·.1 design 1•a!ue as a repn'sc111mfr,• 

cxm11ple 11/a 1·crnac11larj,1r111/zo11s(': 

" Vertical wood tongue and groove siding bclic1ul to remain under the existing 

siding; 

" F icldstonc foundatiun; 

• Wood trim around door and window opening:,, :rnd projccting wood sills: 

" Existing !lat-headed window openings. 

I li:rit,1gc aurilmtcs thm conny 1/ie property's design value us a represen/1/lire 

,·xamplc of' Gut!1ie Re1·irn! al'l'lzitect11rc in II rural context: 

" L-shapcd plan; 

• Picturesqutc ma~sing; 

• Rtcc'esscd portion of the south (primary) clcvathm whcrc a wuod veranda was 

fonncrly locatcd; 

• Medium pitcl1cd cross-gahlc roof with open, ovcrhanging caves and 

additional gablcs on the north and south clcvatiom,; 

• [3ay window along the ground f1oor ufthe south elevation: 

• Front <foor opcning on the south elevation, and secondary door upcning on 

the cast clcvation. 

l lcritagl' wtribwes that cmJVev !he rwoperty 's hiswrical and co11tcxt11a/ rnl11e as a 

/rag111e111 o/boEl1 J 4//, A 1'em1c 's and A!arklwm Township 'sfim11er!v rural character: 

• The dwelling's setback from 14 th Avenuc which, dcspite past road widening, 

helps communicate tht.! formcr residential use orthc property, and the rural 

character of 14th Avcnuc and former Markham Township more broadly; 

• The untlbstructcd visibility of the dwclling's south (primary), east and west 

clcvaliuns from 14th Avenue reflecting its original condition when 

constructcd. 




