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Office of The 
Clerk 

---

• I 

• 

I 

Incorporated 1887 

District Of 
Muskoka 

The .Ontario Her.i tage Foundation, 
7th Floor, 
77 Bloor St. West, 
Toronto, Ontario. 
M7A 2R9 

Attention: Katherine Rowcliffe, 
Public Relations Officer 

Dear Mrs. Rowcliffe: 

--

June 28, 1982 

• • • Severn River Inn Designation Re: 
Under the Ontario Heritage Act 

I (705) 687-3412 
Box 1360 

Gravenhurst, Ontario 
POC 1GO 

Enclosed please find a certified copy of by-law No. 82-48 
which was registered on the 23rd day of June, 1982f in the 
Registry Division of Muskoka. 

This successfully completes the designation and if you 
have any further questions, please contact the undersigned. 

JRM:dd 
Enclosure 

-

c.c. Mr. Ross Raymond 
Mrs. Sylvia Purdon 

Yours very truly, 

John R. Mccoll, A.M.C.T., 
Clerk-Administrator. 
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'rI-IE CORPORATION OF TI-IE TOlvr~ OF GRAVENHURST 

BY-I,Aiv 1'10. 82-48 
• 

Being a By-La'i-v ·to designate tl1e Severn .River 
Inn under the Ontario Heritage Act. 

Pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act, Chapter 337 
R.S.O., Council may designate buildings of 
Arcl1i·tec·tural and IIis·torical impor·tance. 
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1"7I·IEREAS tl1e r .. ocal Archj_ tectural Conscx·va·tio11 Advisory Corr1:i1j_t·tec , ' I 
h.:1s reconuricnded to Courtcil ·tr1e c1esig11;:1·tio11 of the Severn f{i vcr !: I 
I11n on Lo·t 1 E.!·1.R. and v1as accep·ted ·t11e 22nd day of February, !• . ' 
1982. ., 

AND WHEREAS the intention to designation was advertised 
commencing on ·the 3rd day of Marcl1, 1982 in accordance ,,1ith 
On·tario I·Ier j_ tf.tgc .Z:~c·t for tl1ree successive 'i-veeks, 

the 
l ! 
I I 

j I 
. I 
I i 
11 

AND 
the 

v7I-IEREAS ·the 
designa·tion 

present owners"is desirous 
of their property. 

of; and agree to; 

• 

I 
' I • 
I 

AND Y:·lI·IEREAS no no·tice of obj ec·tion \·1as servied on tl1e Cler}: 
of the Municipality, 

11 . I 
• 

NOl'il TI·IEREFORE TI-IE COU!JCIL OF TI·IE TO'f'71'1 OF GRAVENI-IURST I·IEREBY 
ENACTS AS E'OLLOWS : 

I I 
1 
• 
I 

• 

( 1) That the Severn River In11 on Lo·t. 1 E. M. R. To,1nship of 
!1orrison nov1 in ·the To\v11 of Gravenl1urst is hereby c1e
signated of Arcl1itectural and l1is·torical importancE~ for 
·the reasons attacl1ed l1ereto in Scl1cdule ''A''. 

i 

! I 
i I 

(2) 

(3) 

• 

• 

The 1'-1unicipal Solicitor is l1ereby au·t11orized to Cctusc a copy; 
of ·tl1is by-law to be registered agai11st ·the proper·ty de- ll l · 
scril)ed in Schedule A here·to in ·tl1e property land registry 1; 

off j_ce. 11 , I • 

- - - - - - i• 
Tl1e CleJ:-1;: is hereb::z' autl1orizec.1 to cat1se a copy of ·tl1.is I: ' . 
by-J.av1 to be ~;eJ:-ved on tl1e ov;,ner of the afore said prop2rty ;1 
and on ·the Ontario I-Icri·tage Founda·tio11 and ·to cause no·tice :1 
of tl1e passing of this by-la1;·1 ·to be publishec1 in the same I: 

READ A FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD ·time and finally pctssed 

this lOth day of May, 1982. 
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• 
Severn River Inn 

Reaso11s to })e l{eg:is·terea togot11er. v1i t11· De~, ignating By-1,a\·l 

1858: 

1861: 

1894: 
• 

·1906: 

1907: 

• Ja111es J·I.Jacl;:so11, a11 Engl:i.s11 ~-;ettlcr, p:iol1ec1:-ed at the s:t·te of 
the In11 ana ))t1il-t: a log cc1.b1.n close l:o it, ))es:i.de t11e 1~:i.v1o~r
log cab:in appare11·tl.y evo:l.vea j_11to a ~;r11all general store fc)r 

settlers • 

Store ))eca1118 Mt1sl;:o"l;:a 's f j_rs·t 1)ost of:c j_ce as of ~fa 11. lst, \'Ti t11 

J.H. Jaclcson acting as postmaster 
James II. Jackson aied, son Jamas H. Jaclcoon 11 continued with 
store ( no,v a ,;.il1itci frulL18 l)1:1:i.:ta:i.11g· 011 t11c s:i.te of tlie present 
Severn R:Lver Inn, conta:Lni11g ·t11c post off:i.ce ana telepho11Q 

• 

e:>:c11ange) 
Jc:i.1r,as I-I. Jacl:son J.l see111s to have e11terea ·the 11os·telry business, 
by erec·ting a \vhite fra111"~ tot1rist house l)c11:i.11d t11c store near 

• 

• 

the river 
F:i.re des·t):-o1red n1uc11 of nortl1 Severn Br:idge, incluai11g bol:11 of 

Jac};:son •: s builc1ings 
Present }):i:iclt build:i.ng erected 011 site of old store by Jose1)l1 

store, 
W. Jackson, brother of 
post of:Eice, telep11one 

J.B. Jackson 11, was used as 
e:>::c11ange, a11d boc:1.ra :i.ng 11ouse for ·touJ:ists 

• 

1943: 
and other~; 
l-lotel sold to Art11t.1r E'avJcett, w110 conti11ucd to run a stor(1, 11otel, 

• 

1972: 

a11d te:Lep11011c e}~chango, - vJas also 1)os·t111a~;tcr 
I·Iote:L soJ.a to .:ra11 ·r,·. I<reutzer of Graven11t.1:cst 
I·Iotol sold to Ji111 Rt1ssc].l o:E Grave1111urst, ,vho turned it into a pub 

1981: 

( store closed earl:i.cr by Art Fawcett) 
Hotel sold to J. Ross Raymond 

• - -- - -

• 
• 

• Arc11j,tecturaJ.:L}r, t11c ):n11 :i.s r1 sig11:i.fj_ca11t c,}:artlplc of t11e early l·1us1:ol:a 
store and Inn co11structj.01·1. I · e}:terior featt.1res a store fro11t fac,:"1de 

• 

of t,-10 si:>:-pancc1 ,\1i11do,\1 ic;, ,v:i.l.11 rou1·1a arc11ed \voode11 w:i.ndO\vf.:: t:1·1rot1gl1out 
the bu:tld:i.ng. A nun11)-::•:1:- of ·these ,vindo,·1s s·till ret21j_11 ~a s-pec·1:,1·J;- etc11ea 
glass i11 t11e up1,)c1:- po:ction of t11c pc:i.11e. O:c:Lginal:Ly I a piJ.la:ced verc..'\11da1·1 
e:>:isted on sj_:>:: sj.dos of the rr-s11apca buj_J.di11g, v.1ith a small ra:i.].od 
priva·te ))alcon}r over the verandc:111. I11 t11e i11tel:-io1:-, the original ve:c·tical 
four i11ch to11gu0! and grove V--joint ,vall pc:inelling still exists, along 
v1it1·i the scul1::i·tu1:-cd si}: inc11 J?ine tr:L111. Tl1e parlot.1r is dj.sti11gt1j_sl1ed 
by a sctl].pturea pine arc11\vay'(\a11d p:i.J.J.c..1rs. • 
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