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TOWN OF DUNDAS 

Ontario Heritage Foundation, 
77 Bloor Street West, 
Toronto, Ontario. 
M7A 2R9 

Dear Sirs: 

ONTARIO 
L9H 2P8 

August .3rd, 1988. 

Re: Designation of Central Public School, 73 Melville Street, 
Dundas, Ontario. 
Our File: 10.64.10 

In accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Heritage Act .RSO 1980, 
Chapter 337, please find enclosed a copy of By-law 3751-88 of the 
Corporation of the Tom of Dundas. A By-law to designate the property 
known municipal.ly as 73 Melville Street, Central Public School. This 
By-law was passed by Council at its meeting of July 18th, 1988. Passage 
of the By-law was advertised in the local newspaper beginning July 27th, 
1'988 for three consecutive v.eeks. 

If you have any questions concerning this matter, do not hesitate to 
contact the undersigned. 

JRG:c b 

. 

Yours truly, 

J. Robert Gerri e, 
Town Clerk. 
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TIIE CORPOR/1 TION OF THE TOWN OF DUNDIIS 

OY-LIIIY NO. 3751-88 

11 BY-LIIW OF TIIE CORPORIITJON OF TIIE 
TOIYN OF DUIIDA.r;, BEING A BY-LAIY TO 
DESIGN/I T"E II PROPERTY IN 7"/IE 
TOIYII OF OUIIDAS AS LAND llflD/OR 
BUILDING OF /IISTORIC AND 
ARCHITECTURAL VALUE on INTEllEST. 

( CENTRAL PUBLIC SCIIOOL, 
7J MELVILLE STRF.ET) 

IYIIEREIIS tl1is Council is empowered under Sul,section 6 of 

SeotJon 2~ of tire Ontario lleritage Act, n.s.o. 1900, C/1apter JJ7, as amended, 
• 

to ~n.E!Of b~-Ja1vs to designate a pro11erty, lncludi11y exteriors a11d interiors of 

bu4Jf!4P9.~( fl.S described 111 Scl1edule ''II" attacl1ed hereto to be of /1istorical or 
' 

arcn4tectur~1 value or interest; . -

• 

IINO WIIEREAS t/11 s Cou11ci l l1as caused to be served upon tl1e ow11ers 

of the lands a.nd ,,remi ses l<11ow11 municipally as Central Publ Jc Sc/1001, 7J 

ilelvill(ft Street, in t/1e Town of Dunda.s a.nd upon t/1e 011taria llerltage Foundatia11 

,,at.ice of i11te11tion to so designate tl1e described property a11d l1as caused sucl1 

,,otipe of intention to be publ isl1ed 111 a newspaper /1avlng a ge11eral circulatio11 

in t.his Huniclpality, once for eacl1 of three consecut'ive weel<s; 

11110 l'IIIERE/IS abjection to tl1e proposed deslg11atlon of t/1e 

descfibed p;aperty 1vl1ic/1 /1as been served on tl1e Cler!< of tl1is municipality 

wJ th,n the t;ime prescr 1 bed by t/1e said statute has been wi tl1drawn; 

ANO 11'/IEREIIS tl1is Council's reasons fox tl1e pxopo.sed designation 

are ~~ ~e~ fart/1 in Sc/1edule ''8'' attached /1ereto; 
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• 

NOW TIIEREFORE TIIE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF TIIE TOWN OF 

DUNDAS ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 
• • 

• 

1. • 
Tl,ere is hereby designated as being of /1istoric a11d arcl,itectural 

value or i11terest, tl,e exterior a.11d some interior of t/1e property k11own 

municipally as Central Public Schaal, 73 Melville Street, in tl1e Ta,i·n of 

Dundas, more 11articularly described in Schedule "A'' attacl,ed l1ereto • 

Tl1e Tow11 Solicitor is hereby aut/1orized and directed to cause a 

PPff/ of t/1Js By-law to be registered against the property described in 

• 

~p(1~df4~e ''A'' a.ttacl1ed /1ereto Jn tl1e La.,1d Registry Office for t/1e Registry 
' . 

PJY{{{an of We11tworth. 
, • 

J. Tl1e reason.,; set out in Scl1edule "B'' attac/1ed /1ereto are confirmed 
• 

as the reasons for tl1e proposed designation. 

4 • T/1e Clerk ls l1ereby autl1orized a.11d directed to cau.se a copy of 

this By-law to be served upon tl1e owners of the property and upon tl1e 

Ontario Iler itage Foundatlo11 and to cause a notice of this By-law to be 
• 

• 

pqblished 111 a newspaper /1avlng general circulation in tl1e Town of Dundas • 
• 

READ a First, Second and Third time and finally PASSED tl1is Eighteent/1 day of 

Ju.l~f Au D. 1988 • 

' t• 
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SCIIEDULE "A'' 
,, 

• 

ALL /INO SINGULAR tl,a.t certain pa.reel or tract of land and 

p~e::rn,se~ s,tuate, lying a.11d being in tl,e Town of Dundas, in tl,e negio,,al 
' 

Hunioipa~ity of Hamilto11-lf'entwortl1, being composed of tl1e w/10Je of Lots • 

• • • 

Number JB, J9, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48 and 49 according to a Pla,, 

t/1e negist.ry Office for tl,e Land negist.ry Division of Wentwo.rth as 

Numbef 144(> • • 
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SCHEDULE 

' ' 

' ' : 
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Central Public School was built as tl,e Dundas Union Sc/1001 Jn 

1857, ,f'(; !fc:!S originally built as a six room sc/1001 wit/, two of t/1e upstairs 

• • 

rooms used as tl,e first public grammar (hig/1) sc/1001. Tl,e otl,er four rooms were 

t/1e p~b~ Jc elementary scl,ool. It was bull t on a 2. 4 acre block bounded by 

Jfelville, flgin, Victoria and Albert Streets by a local co,,t.ractor, James 

Scot:t, Scott l,ad built tl,e Dundas Town I/all in 1847 whic/1 l1ad been designed by 
, . 

Franp$~ /laytkins, a local .resider,t, and it ls likely llawk.ins designed tl1e sc/1001 
•••• 

as there are many similarities in the two designs. Hr. n. King was the first 

• 

p:rinoipal servir1g from 1857 to 1860. 

The first addition was constructed in 1885 and was known as tl,e 

LJa~l Tower section a.lt/1ougl1 t/1e ornate Dell Tower was erected over tl,e original 

wing, lfn Jn'f:err,al winding staircase ,vas replaced at tl,at time wit!, the double 
• 

se~ Rf ~t1Jrs t/1at still exist. Tl,is addltior1 was const.ructed in muc/1 t/1e same 
• 

st~le a,$ t;he original and consisted of elg/1t rooms • 

• 

Tl,e entire sc/1001 grounds were enclosed by a tall wooden fer,ce 

' 

tl,at was removed around 1890. Tl,ere was, as wel 1, a; caretaker's cottage 1 ocated 

011 ~he ground:; on tl,e east side of Albert Street, but it was removed around 

1896, The Kindergarte,, was .started Jn 187J by Hiss Scott, daug/1ter of the 

original builder, a,,d was the first such class in the Province and reputed to be 

t/1e aecand in Nortl, America. 

A separate building was built for tl,e llig/1 Sc/1001 in 1909 

comprising eigl,t rooms ar,d became known as t/1 Anr,ex. 1·1,e architect for the lligh 

School was James Keagl), a local re:;ide11t living t/1e11 on Cayley Street, a11d 1vas 

bui)~ b~ Frid Cosntruction for $22,200.00. 

- - -- 1,, 1919, anotl,er four room addition was arliJed co tfie• hoi't;h of ·t;/,e 

ma,n spflool becoming known as tl1e New Sectlo,,. T/1e arcl1itecture was somewl,at 
• 

di f(Fle{lt· from t/1e or igi11al design. Tl,e last addition was dor,e in 1960 in a 

mod~,n d.es~gn. 
i ' • 

bein9 perhaps 

when the a~~er 
' ' . ' 

• 

Tl,e Osler family cl,Jldren attended t/1is scl,ool wit/1 William Osler 

tl,e sc/1001 's must illustrious student. lie attended betwee,, 1857 

family moved to Dundas and 1864 when he was expelled for pranks. 
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The architectural style of the original 1857 Union School 
\ 

• 

bui)dJng and tl1e 1885 Bell Tower addition ls known ·as Classical Revival. It is 

a style reminiscent of many other public buildings built in Canada during tl1e 

19th Century. The Classical style 1$ suitable for institutional buildings such 

as schoo~s as it reflects tl1e integrity and seriousness of purpose attributable 

to these types of structures • 
' 

Pilasters give continuity to t/,e first and second storeys and 
• 

outline ~l?e earners. Tl1e 1vall planes are recessed and divide the surface into 

compartments proportionate to the whole. The east and west elevations are 

crowned with large pediments extending the full widt/1 of the original 
• 

strµcture
9 

The cornices are bracketed and decorated with dentils. 
• 

An elaborate Bell Tower was added in 1885, but demolished around 

194l;J. t1.~c(~ stairs lead up to tl1e main entrance and tl1ere were e11trances on 
• ' 

ejt(ler s,d,(:1 of tl1e front whic/1 have since been closed off. All of the exterior 
• • • f 

staifc~ses had elaborate hand rails. The building sits on a raised baseme11t 

-
inspireq perhaps by the classical temple built an a podium • 

The main entrance possesses all the detailed features that a 

proper classical doorway s/1ould have. Headed with a gently pitched pediment, 

tp~ fr{e~Ei and cornice are enhanced with dentils and enriched wit/1 acanth.us leaf 

trirn, two brackets in a sl1ape similar to a scroll also trimmed wit/1 acanthus 

leaye~ anfl protruding wooden rails that separate the cornice, frieze and 

architrave. Below the architrave, wooden pilasters tl1at flank the door simulate 

Cor{nt~l~f? columns wit/1 a capital consisting of acanth,1s leaves and panels that 

' 
decorate the columns. 

-----~~ . - - - - -· - ----· - ·- --~ - - ·= ~-- . -· . 

T/1e Bell Tower addition ls very similar to the first building 

except we now /,ave two windows per bay instead of one, but. no longer have the 

pefi,mented window l1eads or dentilled cornices. Tl1e base l1as ,,ow been 

cpn~tructed of irregular stone instead of cut stone of the original • 
• 

The 1909 Annex and 1919 New Section try to maintain some 

continuity of design with the first two sections, but tl1e final one of 1960 is 

totally modern • 
• 
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• 

Tl,e fallowing features are to be included as eleme11ts of 

arhictectural significance: • 

(~) 

(b) 

• 

• 

Thfl sout/1, west and east facades of the 1857, 1885 and 1919 structures/ 

• 

Vaulted metal cell ings an the second floor of t/1e original structure and 
• 

other original interior finishes; ' •• f ... 

«~-~.$,lng elements, i.e. (i) exterior hand rails and (ii) Bell towet. 
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