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To: The Ontario Heritage Trust 
(forn1erly Ontario Heritage Foundation) 
10 Adelaide Street East 
Toronto ON MSC 1J3 

Re: Notice of the Passing of By-law Nos. 19-08 and 20-08 

The Council of the Corporation of the Town of Richmond Hill, at its meeting held on the 
281h day of January, 2008, passed the following resolutions concerning the southwest Part 
of Lot 27, Concession 3, Markham Township (The John Hilts Stine House) and Part of 
Lot 28, Concession 3, Markham Township (The John McCague House): 

''That By-law No. 19-08 being a by-law to designate 10961 Leslie Street, The 
John Hilts Stine House under the Ontario Heritage Act, be adopted; and 

That By-law No. 20-08, being a by-law to designate 11121 Leslie Street, The 
John McCague House unde1· the Ontario Heritage Act, be adopted." 

Copies of By-law Nos. 19-08 and 20-08 are attached. Copies of the two By-laws have 
been sent to the Land Registry office to be registered against the properties affected. 

smh/ 

cc: J. Leung, Manager of Urban Design 
M. Krapez, Urban Design Planner 
D. McLarty, Town Clerl( 

Yours truly 

Sherry Harrison 
Legislative & Projects Adviso1· 

ONTAR!O HERITAGE TRUST 

JAN 31 2003 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF RIC 

BY-LA NOo 20 ... 08 

A By-law to Autho1ize the Designation of 
11121 Leslie Street 

The John McCague House under the 
Ontario Iieritage Act 

ONDHILL 

WHEREAS Section 29 of the 01itario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.0.18 
autl1orizes the Cou11cil of a municipality to enact by-laws to designate real proper'cy to be 
of cultu1·al he1itage value or inte1·est; 

AND WI-IEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Tov,n of Richmond Hill 
has caused to be se1·ved on tl1e owners of the lands and premises kno\v as 11121 Leslie 
Street, Richmond I:-Iill, and upon the Onta1·io He1itage Trust, notice of intention to so 
designate the aforesaid real property and has caused such notice of intention to be 
published in a newspaper having general circulation in the municipality; 

AND WI-IEREAS the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule ''A'' 
attacl1ed he1·eto; 

NOW TI-IEIIBFORE TIIE COUNCIL OF TIIE CORPORATION OF THE 
TOWN OF l{ICI-Th10ND HILL ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. That the real property located at 11121 Leslie Street, being Part of Lot 28, 
Concession 3, Markham Township, as in R664228, Town of Richmond Hill is 
hereby designated under Part IV of tl1e Ontario Heritage Act, R.S. 0. 1990, 
Clzapter 0.18, as being of cultural heritage value or interest. 

2. That the Clerl< is hereby authorized to cause a copy of the by-law, together with a 
statement explaining the cultural heritage value or interest of the property and a 
description of the heritage attributes of the property to be served on the owner of 
the property and on tl1e Trust, a11d publish a notice of the by-law in a ne\vspaper 
having general circulation in the municipality. 

3. Tl1at the Town Solicitor is herby authorized to cause a copy of this by-lav, to be 
registered against tl1e property in the Land Registry Office. 

READ A FIRST AND SECOND TIME THIS 28TH DAY OF JANUAl<.Y, 2008 

READ A THIRD TIJ\IB AND PASSED THIS 28TH DAY OF JANUARY, 2008. 

Mayor 

1own Clerk 

Dave Barrow 
'Mayor 
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SCHEDULE 'A'TO BY-LAW NO. 20-08 

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 
THE JOHN MCCAGUE HOUSE 

11121 Leslie Street 
Desc1·iptio11 of Property 

Tl1e John McCague I-louse at 11121 Lesiie Street was built for or by John McCague in 
1859-1860. This dwelling was home to the McCague family, an eariy Markham 
'fow11sl·1ip/Richmo11d Hill area family \.Vho is believed to have been associated with Lot 
28, Concession 3, Markham Township since the mid 1830's. In 1859 JoI-1n i'v1cCague 
bought fifty acres of the lot, built the house, and eve11tually acquired the \.Vhole two 
hund1·cd acres. Five generations of McCagues l1ave owned and successfully faim..;d this 
p1·ope1·ty. 

Tl1e Jol1n McCague House is a well preserved and arcl1itecturally inter0sting example of a 
mid nineteenth century brick farm in rural Ontario. The original one-and-a-half storey 
building is brick construction v1ith a b1·oad, medium gable roof and rectangular plan, with 
a symmetrical five-bay fa9ade facing south. As a f,1tmstead prope1ty with a significant 
Geo1·gia11 style residence, its continuing survival contributes to the unde1·standing of the 
rural frunung 01·igi11s of the region. Its use by one family for several ge11erations (until 
1950s) presents the oppo1tunity to study the evolution of the building and site. 

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 

The John McCague House prope1·ty at 11121 Leslie St1·eet possesses cultural heritage 
value due to its architectural merit as well as its contribution to the understanding of the 
rural history of the area. Tl1e property's continuing survival as a far1nstead used by one 
family for seve1·al generations presents the opportunity to study the evolution of the 
building and site and se1-ves as a visual reminde1· of the rural farming origins of the 

• region. 

Tl1is structure is rep1·esentative of the style, scale, quality of craftsmanship and function 
017 f ann buildings erected in rural Markha1n/Richmond Hill in the mid nineteenth century 
by settle1·s who wanted to express their stability by the construction of a pem1anent 
d\velling. While Georgian is considered the foundation style of Ontario's architecture, 
n1any vernacular houses of the time incorporated up-to-date refir1eme11ts and features 
more familiar to the Neoclassical and Regency styles, such as tr1e transor11 lights 
surrounding the doo1· or an awning profiled veranda as found in tl1e John McCague 
House. 

vVith tl1e exception of the north fac;ade, which l1ad been altered sympathetically in form 
and massing, the building co11tinues to retain many of its architectural features dated fron1 
tl1e nineteenth century and can be regarded as having cultural heritage value or interest 
according to a number of criteria under 011tario Regulation 9/06: 

1) i) The property has design or physical value as a representative example of style 
and construction and to serve its original purpose as a fa1·m dwelling; it poses 
unique opportunities for interpretation of the heritage building type, function and 
the specific site; 

2. i) It has historical or associative value because it has direct associations with the 
activity (farnring) signifigant to the local community; 

ii) It has the potential to yield infor1nation that contributes to study the evolution 
of the building and site, particularly due to its use by one family for several 
gene1·ations; 

3. i) The property has contextual value because it is important in defining, 
maintaining 01· supporting the rural, agricultural character of the area in the face of 
impending development. 
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Description of Heritage Attributes 

Tl1e south, west, east and north elevations of tl1e buildi11g alo11g with the hipped roof with 
do1·me1· and gables; together with all original construction materials (buff brick in 
Co1nmon bond, stone and wood), and all component architectural features and detailing 
includi11g the decorative wood porcl1es and ve1·andah, flat window openings with brick 
voussoi1·s, b1·ackets, double hung windovvs, tl1e original centre doo1· with a transom and 
moulded trim, slate roofing material and bricl--: chimneys. 




