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November 10, 2000 

719429 Ontario Inc. 
c/o Mr. Fred Skurka, President 
Graywood Developments 
370 King Street West, Suite 500 
Toronto, Ontario 
M5V 1J9 

Dear Mr. Skurka: 

CORPORATE SERVICES COMMISSION 
Clerk's Department 

Re: By-Law #176-2000 - To Designate Property as being of 
Historic and/or Architectural Value or Interest 
The Peterson-Jarvis House - 9804 McGowan Road 

This will advise that Council at its meeting held on October 24, 2000 passed By-law 
176-2000, to designate ''The Peterson-Jarvis House'', 9804 McGowan Road, as being 
of historic and/or architectural value or interest. 

A registered copy of the by-law is attached for your information. 

Yours truly, 

/ •. 
-/\--f.. A (, ,) 

Sheila Birrell 
Town Clerk 

Encl. 

SB/jik 

• 

c: The Ontario H·eritage Foundation-
- -

Mr. R. Hutcheson, Heritage Planner 

Town of Markham Anthony Roman Centre 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, Ontario l3R 9W3 
(905) 477-7000 • Fax (905) 479-7771 • Website: www.city.markham.on.ca 
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of EXCELLENCE 

-

A by-law to designate a certain property as bei11g of 
Historic and/or Architectural Value or I11te1·est 

Tl1e Peterson-Jarvis Ho11se 

WHEREAS Pursua11t to Part IV of tl1e Ontario Heritage Act, the council of a m11nicipality 
is at1tl1orized to e11act by-laws to designate a real property, inclt1di11g all tl1e bt1ildi11gs a11d 
structures tl1ereon, to be of historic and/or arcl1itectt1ral value 01· i11terest; 

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Town ofMa1·kham l1as caused to 
be served on tl1e owners of the lands and premises at: 

719429 ONTARIO INC. 
c/o Mr. Fred Skt1rka, President 
Graywood Developments 
370 l(i11g Street West, Suite 500 
Toronto, Ontario M5V 1J9 

and upon tl1e Ontario Heritage Foundation, notice of intention to designate The Peterson­
Jarvis House, located at 9804 McCowan Road, Markha1n, and l1as caused sucl1 notice of 
i11tentio11 to be pt1blisl1ed 011ce i11 a newspaper l1avi11g a ge11eral ci1·ct1latio11 i11 the 
111unicipality; 

AND WHEREAS tl1e reasons for designation are set out in Schedule ''B'' attael1ed l1e1·eto 
a11d for·mi11g pa1i of tl1is by-law; 

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF TI-IE TOWN OF 
MARKHAM HEREBY ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Tf-IAT tl1e following 1·eal property, more pa1iict1larly described i11 Scl1edt1le ''A'' 
attacl1ed l1ereto and forming part of tl1is by-la\v is l1ereby design,1ted as being of 
l1istoric and/or architectural value or interest: 

The Peterson-I arvis House 
9804 McCowan Road 
Tow11 of Markl1an1 
Tl1e Regional Municipality of York 

2. THAT tl1e Town Solicitor is l1ereby at1tl101·ized to cause a copy of tl1is by-law to 
be registered against the property described i11 Scl1edule ''A'' attacl1ed l1ereto in tl1e 
property Land Registry Office. 

READ A FIRST, SECOND, AND THIRD TIME AND PASSED THIS 
24TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 2000. 
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-~(...!." .;:_. '. .I'.~ ,!J.-J ~ ... -1 --<- ~. --

SHEILA B LL, TOWN CLERK 
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N COlTSl1NS, I\1A YOR 

I, SHEILA BIRRELL, TOWN CLERK OF THE 
lOWN OF MARKHAM. CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A 
TRUE COPY. 

• 

SHEILA BIRRELL. CMO 

• 
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111 tl1e Tow11 of Markl1a111 i11 tl1e Regio11al Mt111icipality of Yori(, property description ,1s 
follows: 

PT LT 19, CON 6, 
PT 1 65R19839, EXCEPT PT 7 65R21540 & EXCEPT PTS I, 2 & 3 
65R21629 & EXCEPT PTS 1 & 2 65R21791 
MARKHAM 
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STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

Historical Significance 

Tl1e Peterso11-.Ja1·vis J-Io11se is l,elievecl to t,e ,1 co111bi11,1tio11 of two st1·11ct111·es, b11ilt c. 1840 
a11d c.1920. 

Tl1e property was initially part of tl1e original Berczy settlement, and was ass111ned by tl1e 
H11sing Family. The later dispute over tl1e ability of 11on-Britisl1 s11bjects to l1old title to 
land 1111til tl1ey l1ad resided i11 tl1e cou11t1y for seve11 yea1·s, 111ea11t tl1at tl1e H11si11g's did 11ot 
own tl1e land. 

Tl1e property was granted by the Crown to William Weeks in 1804. Over tl1e 11ext fou1· 
years tl1e property was sold to William Cooper, Thomas Gougl1 and Thomas Gray. Tl1e 
Gr,1y fa111ily ow11cd tl1e property for tl1c 11ext 28 yc,11·s before tl1e east I1alf was sold by 
Cl1arles Gray to Pl1ilip Peterson in 1836. It is believed tl1at Peterso11 l1ad act11ally bee11 
farming tl1e property si11ce 1831. 

Pl1ilip Fr·ederick Peterso11 \Vas a tl1e eldest son of the Revere11d Jolin Dieter· Pete1·so11, ,vl10 
served as pastor to tl1e Berczy community for ten years (1819-29) i11 St. Pl1ilip's L11tl1era11 
Cl1urch. Pl1ilip Frederick (1791-1880) was married to Elizabetl1 Fierl1eller (1804-1896). 
Togetl1er tl1ey b11ilt a l10111e 011 tl1e prope1·ty at Lot 19, Co11ccssio11 6 E. 

Tl1e Census of 1851 lists Frederick on the property witl1 his wife ''Betsy'', son Ludwig 
(Lo11is), and da11gl1te1·'s Rebecca a11d Betsy in a one storey dwelli11g called a ''Slat''. Tl1e 
Pete1·so11s !1ad two otl1e1· cl1ildre11, Jol1n Diet1·icl1 Pete1·so11 ( 1829-1901) and M,1tild,1 
Peterson (1836-1917). 

Tl1e Census of 1861 sl1ows tl1e family again on the property, but ide11tifies tl1ei1· dwelling 
as a frame l1ouse. Tl1e tail of the existing l1011se is of mid-19111 Century constn1ctio11, b11t 
l1as a brick claddi11g. It is believed tl1at tl1is is pa1i of tl1e original frame house. It is 
probable that tl1e ''Slat'' l1ouse identified in the 1851 census, was, like other examples of 
tl1is sl1ort lived building type, unsuitable to cope with the l1arsh Ca11adian climate ru1d was 
soon bricked over . 

. Tohn Peterso11 was obvio11sly a citizen of so111e JJro111i11e11ce, as was cle1no11stratecl by l1is 
inclusion ofl1is biograpl1y i11 the History of York Co11nty, 1885, wl1icl1 describes Peterso11 
,IS f() 11 O\VS: 

Jol111 Peterso11, Lot 19, Co11cession 6 is of Ge1·111a11 ext1·actio11, l1is fatl1e1·, 
PI1ilip Frederick Peterson, being a native of Ha11ove1·. His g1·andfatl1er was 
a 111i11ister of tl1e L11tl1eran Church, wl10 emig1·ated to A1ne1·ica in 1795 
with l1is family. 111 1831 Philip Frederick p11rcl1ased tl1e lot 11ow owned by 
Jolm Peterson., 011 wl1icl1 l1e lived u11til l1is death in 1880, at tl1e age of 
eigl1ty 11i11e years. He left a widow and fo111· cl1ildre11, tl1ree da11gl1ters a11d 
Jol111 wl10 was tl1e 011ly son. Tl1e latter· took possessio11 of tl1e olcl 
l1omestead wl1icl1 l1e continues to cultivate. I:-Ie is of a quiet a11d 
1111assumi11g disposition, and l1as never l1eld or so11gl1t office in co11nectio11 
witl1 mu11icipal government. 

By the ti1ne of tl1e 1881 Cens11s, Jol1n Peterson was living 011 tl1e property witl1 l1is n1otl1er 
a11d tl1ree sisters. It appears tl1at none of the Peterson cl1ildre11 eve1· 1narried 01· l1ad 
offspring. By tl1e ti1ne of the death of Jolm Dietri9h Peterson in 1901, the remai11ing 
sisters were approaching their 70s and were unable to farm tl1e property themselves. As a 
1·est1lt, in April 1901, tl1e proJJerty was leasecl to Geo1·gc McCa1·ty a11cl l1is wife A1111c, fo1· 
$400 J)CI' ye,11· f 01· SCVCl1 yct11·s. 
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In 1912, tl1e property was sold by the Peterson sisters to Wesley H. Jol1nson and l1is wife 
Nettie for $8750. Johnson in tum sold tl1e property in 1919 to Edwa1·d Jarvis fo1· $8750. 
!11 view of tl1e style of the main part of tl1e house, it is believed tl1at Jarvis co11ducted a 
significant remod~lling of tl1e dwelling in tl1e early 1920s, soo11 after l1e p111·cl1ased tl1e 
property, whicl1 resulted in tl1e building attaining its curre11t appearance. 

Edward Jarvis sold tl1e property to his son Harold L. Jarvis in 1946. He ow11ed tl1e 
property u11til 1967 wl1e11 it was sold to a gro11p of property ow11ers. 

Arcl1itectural Descriptio11 

Tl1e l1011se at 9804 McCowan Road is believed to l1ave bee11 created tl1ro11gl1 tl1e joi11i11g 
of two struct11res c.1840 a11d c.1920. Evidence for tl1e ea1·Jier str11ctt11·e is see11 i11 tl1e 
stone fou11dation, wl1icl1 appears to date fro1n tl1e mid-19111 Ce11tury. It is possible tl1at tl1e 
1nain part of tl1e house, eitl1er incorporated the earlier structure or was built on top of tl1e 
older foundation. Evidence for the latter is seen in tl1e fact that tl1e building is sligl1tly out 
of alignme11t witl1 tl1e fo11ndation. 

Tl1e rear tail of tl1e l1ouse, constructed of brick is part of tl1e original c. 1840 structu1·e. 
Evidence of tl1is is see11 i11 tl1e type a11d use of brickwork, voussoi1· treat1nent above 
windows and 2/2, double hung window sash. 

• 

At about 1920, the main part of tl1e house was constructed along with a seco11d storey 
addition above the front elevation. 

The resulting style of the house is that of a rural variation of Edwardian Classicism. 

The front elevation is two storeys in height, with a 3 bay facade and a ft1ll ve1·anda. Tl1e 
front part of the house l1as a l1igh hipped roof, typical of the Edwardian Style. Tl1e 
windo\vs on this part of tl1e l1ouse are 1/1 double l1ung. Tl1e siding on tl1e l1011se is a 
11ar1·ow clapboard. Tl1e front door is a typical, Edwardian panelled a11d glazed design. 

Tl1e rear elevation features a half-veranda, and a typical Edwardian sl1ed roofed do1mer 
witl1 decorative 3/1 windows. 

Contextual Description 

Tl1e Peterso11-J arvis l1ouse is an in1porta11t retninder of tl1e r11ral, ag1·ic11lt11ral la11dscape i11 
tl1c a1·c,1 of tl1c 1,1·opc1·ty 011 Lot 19, Co11ccssio11 6. Tl1c co11tcxt of tl1c l1ot1sc is c11l1,111cc(l 
by tl1e prese11ce of a large deciduous tree, of an age wl1icl1 appea1·s to be over 100 years 
old, located to the east of tl1e front facade. 




