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nCImnorro Ulli S. Watkiss
Citv Clerk

Gity Glerk's 0lfice Secretariat
Rosalind 0yers
Toronto and East York Community Council e.mail: teycc@loronto.ca
City Hall, 2d Fl00r, West Web: www.toronlo.ca
100 0ueen Street West
Toronto. 0ntario M5H 2N2

IN THE MATTER OF THE ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT
R.S.O. I99O CHAPTER O.I8 AND

19 AND 2l DLTNDAS SQUARE (HERMANT BUILDINGS t9l3 AND 1929)
CITY OF TORONTO, PROVINCE OF ONTARIO

NOTICE OF PASSING OF BY-LAW

HNR Properties Limited Ontario Heritage Trust
2 | Durrdas Square l0 Adelaide Street East

Toronto. ON MsB IB7 Toronto, Ontario
Atterrtion: Dr. Nazar Sultan M5C l.f3

E. R. A. Architects Inc.
l0 St. Mary Street, Suite 801

Toronto. ON M4Y I P9

Take notice that the Council of the City of Toronto has passed By-law No. l3l8-201 I to designate

l9 and 2l Dundas Square (Hernrant Buildings l9l3 and 1929) (Toronto Centre-Rosedale, Ward 27)
as being of cultural heritage value or intcrest.

Dated at Toronto this 91r'day of .tanuarv 2012.

Tel: 416.392.7033
Fax: 416.397.0111
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Authority': Toronto ancl llast Yolk Conrrnurritl'Council ltenr i2.4.
as adoptcd by City ofTororrto Council on l\4arclt 3I and April I. 2010

Enactcd bv Cor-rncil: Decertrbcr l. 201 I

CITY OF TORONTO

BY-LAW No. l3l8-2011

To dcsignate the properg'at l9 and 2l Dundas Square (Hermant Buildings l9l3 and 1929)
as being of cultural heritage value or intcrest.

\ /HEREAS authority u'as granted by Council to designate the propertl, a119 and 2l Dundas Square,

nrunicipally krrow'n as 21 Dundas Square. (l{ernrant Buildings l9l i and 1929) as being of cultural
heritage r,'alue or interest: and

Wl IEREAS thc Onlra'io I{ct'itugc,{c'l authorizes 1he Council o1-a rnunicipalitl'to enact by-la*'s to
dcsignate real propert,r'. includir:g all buildings and stmctures locatcd thereon. to be of cultural
lrcritage r,'aluc or interest; and

WHEREAS the Council of the Citl'' of 1-oronto has causcd to be sen'ed upon the o\\'ners of the land

and premises knolvn as 2l Dundas Scluare and upon the Ontario lleritage Trust. a Notice of Intention
to designate the property and has causcd thc Notice of Intention to be posted on tlte City's web site

lbr a pcriod ol'30 da1's in accordancc u'ith Municipal Cocle Chapter 162. Notice" Public. Article II.

ss 162-4. Notice requirenrents undcr llte Ortturio I Iariluga Acl: and

WI{trl{lrAS thc reasons lbr dcsignatiorl arc sct clr.rt itr Schcdule "A" to this b)'-lau; and

Wl-IEIIEAS no noticc of objcction \\'as scrvccl upon the Cle-rk of the nrunicipalitv:

-fhe Council of the Citl'ol"l'oronto I'IEREBY ENACI'S as follou's:

l. 1'he property at 2l Durrdas Scluare. nrore particularlv described in Schedule "lJ" and shorvn
on Schedule "C" attached to this b1-lan'. is dcsignated as beirrg of'cultural heritage value or
intercst.

2. 'l'hc Citl'Solicitor is autlrorizcd to causc a copy ol'this b1'-lan to be rcgistcrc'd against the
propert),dcscribcd in Schcclulc "8" to tlris b1'-law' in the propcr Land Rcgistry Ol1ice.

3. -l'he Citl Clcrk is authorized to causc a copi' ol'this bi -lau to bc served upon the orvners o1'

tlrc propert)'at 2l Dundas Scluare arrd uporr thc Ontario l-lcritage 'l'rust and to cause notice of
this by'-law'to bc posted on thc City's rvet'r site lbr a period of 30 days in accordance rvith
Municipal Cocle Chapter 162. Notice. Public. Article II. 5s 162-4. Notice requirements under
llte Ottu'io Hcriluga Act.

ENACT'ED AND PASSED this lst day ol'Deccnrber. A.D.20l l.

ITRANCI]S NIJNZIA'IA.
Speakcr

(Corpolate Scal)

ULt.I S. WATKISS.
City Clerk
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SCHEDULE IIAII

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION
( STAT'EMENT OF SIGNTFTCANCE)

l9 Dundas Square: Hermant Building (1913)

Description

The property' at l9 Dunclas Squarc is r,r'orth1, of dcsignarion undcr Part IV. Section 29 of the
Onlurio Herituge Ac'l for its cultural heritage value, and meets the criteria for nrunicipal designation
prescribed by the Province of Ontario under the three categories of design. associative and contextual
value. Located on the south side of Dundas Square, west of Victoria Street, the Hermant Building
(1913) is a l0-storey corrn'rercial ofllce building. rvhich is adjoined by the l5-storey comntercial
of fice structure. also known as the llennant Building (1929) at 2l Dundas Square. Both properties
are recognized on the City of Toronto Inventory of l-leritage Properties.

Staternerrt cll' Cr"rltural Herilage Val ue

'['lre 
I lcrnrant Building ( l9l 3) has design valuc as a representative e xanrple of an early 20tli century

commercial building that displal's a high degree of craftsmanship with its application of decorative
tc'rra colta. The building is illustratcd in Terra Cotta: artfirl deceivcrs ( 1990) as one of a sclect group
of surviving buildings in Toronto that retain this t1'pe of fireproof clay cladding. The lJermant
Building ( I 9 | 3 ) also denronstrates technological achievement for its early use of reinforced concrete
construction to support tlrc heavy manul-acturing equipment required by the original principal
occupant. the hnperial Optical Conrpany ol'Canada. As constructed. the building had an innovative
glazed w'all systenr n'ith large pivclting u,indorvs that gave the north I'agade tlre appcarance of
transparenc),.

I-listorically. the I lermant Building ( l9l3) is associatcd r.r'ith Percy Ilennant. a person of significance
in the conrnrunity'as a busincssnran and philanthropist. In 1900. I{ernrant founded the hnperial
Optical Cornpanv. uhich bccanre thc largest ol'its t1,pe in Canada for the production and sale of
optical instrunrents. e1'e glasses and other visual aids. Under 1he leadership of Percy Hernrant and

his son. S1'dne1'. Inrperial Optical u'as also irrlluential in the training and accreditation oI'opticians in
Canada. Percy' Lle'rnrant sponsored scholars at the University ol"l'oronto and secondary schools in
the city. and u'as president ol'the Federation of Jervish Philantlrropies of Toronto.

The I Iernrant Building ( I 9l 3) nas designed by the prolilic Toronto architectural lrrrn of Bond and
Srlith. Afler forming a partnership at the close of the l9th century. Charles Ilerbcrt Acton Bond and

Sandford Flerning Snrith bccame the sought-after dcsigners for rcsidential edifices in the Forest I{ill.
Poplar Plains and Annex neighbourhoods. Their practice included a range of building types,
including comnrercial conrmissions lbr the Ideal Bread Company Factory (1912) on
Dor.'ercourt ltoad and the Mason and Risch Piano Company Waehouse (191 I ) on King Street West,
n'ith the latter proiect involving thc application ol'decorative terra cotta. During the same period,
Bond and Snrith conrplcted the I lcrmant l3uilding ( l9l3) and relocated their olllce to the premises.
'fhe pair's plans lbr the l-lerrnant Buildirrg (1913) were proliled in the April l9l4 issue of
Construction masazine.
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Contextually. tlre' Ilernrant Buildings at l9 and 2l Dr-mdas Square together lbrm a pairof landmark
buildirrgs overlooking Dundas Scluare. When cornpleted in 1913. the lirst Hernrant Building was
brielly thc tallcst building irt Toronto u'hen most o1'tlie early skyscrapers were located in the city's
flnartcial district to the south. fhe ad.ioining Ilermant Building surpassed its neighbour in heiglrt and
anchorcd the southrvest corner of Victoria Street. With the recent creation of public open space and
amenities on Dundas Square. the Hemrant Buildings (1913 and 1929) have gained greater visibility
in their setting.

lleritage Attributes

Tlrc heritage attributes of the propertv at 19 Duncias Square are:

o l-he commercial olfice building conrpleted in 1913.

o l-lre scale. fbnrt and massitrg of the structure. rvhich rises l0 stories to include the penthouse.

o T'he reinlbrced concrete constructiun with v''hite terra cotta cladding.

. l'he flat rooflinc u.ith a penthouse on the south end and a stepped parapet on the principal
(north) fagade'.

o l'he orgatrization ol-the' principal (north) lagade ahove the lrrst floor storefi'ont by piers that
extencl liorn the sccond to thc ninth lloor u'hcre they arc omanrcnted u'ith classical ntotifs.

r The l-enestration on tlte north laqade. rvitlr llat-headed rvindow openings. sonre ofu'lrich have
nrctal grillc-s ancl railings.

o 'fhe settirrg of the building on thc south side o1'Dundas Square. rvcst o1'Victoria Street and
bcsicle the llcnnarrt lluilding ( 1929) at 2l DLrndas Squarc'.

2l Dundas Squlrc: Hcrrnant ltuilding (1929)

Description

'l-he propefl)r at 1l l)undas Squarc is u,oflhy ol'designation uncler Parl IV, Section 29 of the
Ottltrritt llariluge..lc'l {ilr its cultural heritage value. arrd nreets the criteria lbr mr-uricipaldesignation
prescribcd b1'tlre Province of Onlario uncler the three categories of design, associative and contextual
value. [.ocated otr the soutltr.r'cst corner ol'l)undas Square and Victoria Street, the llcmrant Building
(1929) is a l5-storey cornnrct'cial olfice building. wlrich is adjoined by the l0-storey comnrercial
olllccstructurc.alsokttounasthel-lcrnranttluilding(1913)atlgDundasSquare. Bothproperties
are recognizecl on the tiity of 'l'oronto Inventory o1'Heritage Propertics.
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Statenrent of Cultural lleritage Value

Tlre l-lemrant Building (1929) has design value as a representative example of an early 20th century
commercial building that displays a high degree of craftsmanship with its Art Deco influences.
Its design. as a mid-sized sk;'scraper, employed the stylized classical Arl Deco motifs on the exterior
and interior, u'ith decorative paneling along the roofline facing Dundas Square and Victoria Street, as

well as cro\\'rt moulding on the first-floor lobby.

llistorically. the Herrnant Building ( 1929) is associated with Percy Hermant. a person of significance
in the cotnmutrity'as a businessrnan and philanthropist. In 1900. Hermant founded the
Imperial Optical Company. uhich became the largest of its t1'pe in Canada for the production and
sale of optical instruments. e1'e glasses and other visual aids. Under the leadership of Percy Hennant
and his son. Sydney. Imperial Optical was influential in tlre training and accreditation ofopticians in
Catrada. Percl' I-lernrant sporrsored scholars at the University of Toronto and secondary schools in
the city. and was presiderrt of the Federation of .len'ish Philanthropies of Toronto.

The Hertnant Building ( I 929) was designed by Benjamin Brown ( I 890- 1974). purportedly the first
practicing Jervish architect irt Toronto. Brorvn established a private practice in 1913 and "u'as soon
souglrt after by ntan)'Jeu'ish clients in the clothing trade who commissioned him to design functional
loft buildil'lgs constructcd ol'rcinforced concrete and dressed in stylish Art Deco cladding of cut
stoue and brick" ( Dictionar)' of Architects in Canada. l2l0). Among his best known projects are the
serics of cotnrrrercial uarehouses on Spadirra Avcnue that are recognized on the City of Toronto
Inventol-r' of lJeritage Properlics. n'ith the'l-orver Building (1927) at # I 10, Ballour Building ( 1930) at
#119, and Fashion Building (1929) at.#126. as rvell as the neighbouring Commodore Building
(1929) aI3l7 Adelaide Street West. It was during this period of activity that Brorvn received the
cottrnrission lbr the Helrnant Building. u'ith the plans prcpared in 1929.

Contextualll'. the Ilerttrartt Buildings at I 9 and 2l Dundas Square together forrn a pair of landmark
buildings overlooking Dundas Square. When conrpleted in 1913. the first }lcrnrant Building was
briclly the tallest building in Toronto u'hen rnost of the carll,skl,scrapers rvere located in the city's
l'inancial district to the south. Tlre ad.joining IJennant Building surpasscd its neighbour in height and
anchored lhe southu'est corncr ol-Victoria Strcet. With the recent creation of public open space and
altretrities on Dundas Scluare. tlre l-lernrant lluildings ( l9l 3 and I 929) have gained greater visibility
in lhcir sctting.

Ileritasc Attrihutcs

1'he heritage attlitrutes ol'thc propcrtl,at 2l Dundas Square are:

. l-he conrnrercial office lruilding conrpleted in 1929.

o The scale. lbrnr and nrassing of the structure. which rises l5 stories to include the penthouse.

o Thc bulf brick cladcling with cast stone detailing.

o Tlte flat roollinc with a penthouse on the south end and Art-Dcco inspired stone panels along
the north and east edpcs.



City of -l'oronro 
Bt,-lau' No. l3lg-201 I

'l'hc organization ol'the principal (north) and east faqacles aboyc the firsr floor storelionts bypiers that extend lrotrt the second tltrough the l4th floors antJ are separaled at the l3th- andl4th-llools b1, rclief panels uith Art De'co clesigns.

l'lre l-:rlestratiott ott tlre Itortlt ancl cast lircacles. wirh the flal-heacjed *,indou,openi'gs.

Orr tlie fir'st-lloor intcrior'. the lobbv ri'ith a stepped ceiling and Art-Deco inspired crown
mouldings.

1'hc sctting of the builcling ott tltc southu'e'st conrer ol-Dunclas Square a'd Victoria Strcet.
bcsidc thc Ileu.a'r B'ilding (1913) at l9 Dundas Square.
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Part of PIN 21098_0091 (R)

Lot22 on tlre rvest side of Victoria Strect on Irlan 22A

City of Toronto province of Ontario
Registry Division of the Toronto n.girtry Ofllce (No. 66)
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PROPERTY INFORMATION S*rEr
NOS. i9 AND 21 DUNDAS SOUARE (HERMANT
BUILDING 1913 AND HERMANT BUILDING 1g2g]
LAND DESIGNATED AS BEING OF CULTURAL

HER AGE VALUE AND INTEREST.
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