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Department of Development Services 
Ted W. Goodchild, MCIP, RPP, Commissioner 

June 23, 2004 

Ontario Heritage Foundation 
10 Adelaide Street East 
Toronto, Ontario MSC 1J3 
Canada 

Telephone: 416-325-5000 . 
Fax: 416-325-5071 

Re: City of Oshawa By-law 68-2004 
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2 5 -06- 2004 

----------------· 

Pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, enclosed for your records is a copy of By-law 68-2004, 
passed by City Council on June 7, 2004, which designates the property lmown as the Magner-Robson House, 
located at 268 Winchester Road West, Oshawa as being of cultural heritage value or interest. 

If you have any questions, please contact Greg Atkinson, Planner, or myself at the address shown or by 
telephone at extension 2536 or 2443 respectively. 

Evan Rodgers 
Manager, Policy and Special Projects 
Planning Services 

GA/h 

Attachment 

The Corporation of the City of Oshawa 
50 Centre Street South, Oshawa, Ontario L 1 H 327 
TEL: (905) 436-5636, FAX: (905) 436-3857 
Website: www.oshawa.ca 
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• The C/ly In Motion 

By-law 68-2004 
of The Corporation of the City of Oshawa 

being a by-law to designate tl1e property know11 as the Mag11er-Robson I-Iot1se, located· at 268 Wi11chester 
I 

Road West, as being of cultural heritage value or interest pt1rsuant to tl1e 011tario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 

1990, Cl1apter 0.18. 

Recitals: 

DEVELOPMENT 
SERVICES 

RECEIVED 

Respansibilily 

' 

1. Section 29 of the 011tario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter 0.18, autl1orizes tl1e Cou11cil of a 

municipality to enact by-laws to desig11ate real property, i11cludi11g all bt1ildings and structures on 

it, to be of cultural l1eritage value or inte1·est. 
• 

2. The Ontario Mi11ist1y of Transportation, Prope1·ty Sectio11 Ce11t1·al, is tl1e registered owner of tl1e 

property, wl1icl1 co11tains tl1e bt1ilding known as tl1e Mag11er-Robso11 I-louse, located at 268 

Wincl1ester Road West, i11 the City of Osl1awa. Tl1e bt1ildi11g was co11structed i11 tl1e 1860's a11d 

was extensively renovated in 1944. 

3. The Corporation of the City of Osl1awa provided notice to the Ontario Heritage Foundation tl1at it 
' 

intends to designate this property under tl1e Ontario Heritage Act. 

4. Notice of intention to designate tl1is property was publisl1ed in tl1e Oslzawa This Week newspaper 
• 

(which l1as ge11eral circulation in tl1e City of Oshawa) 011 the 31 st day of.March, 2004. 

5. The last day for serving a notice of objection to the advertised 11otice was tl1e 30111 day of April, 

2004. No notice of objection to tl1e pro1Josed designation was served on the City Clerk. 

NOW THEREFORE IT BE ENACTED AND IT IS HEREBY ENACTED as a by-law of Tl1e 

Corporation oftl1e City of Osl1awa, by its Council, as follows: 

• 

1. Tl1e p1·ope1·ty, i11clt1di11g all facilities, features a11d structt1res 011 it wl1ich are described in 

Scl1edule ''P,i.." to tl1is By-law, located at 268 Wi11cl1ester Road West, more particularly described 

as Co11cession 6, Part Lot 14 and 15 and Part of Road Allowance Between Lots 14 a11d 15, now 

98018-9901 
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Registered Pla11 40Il-l 2243, Part 1, a11d Registe1·ed Pla11 40R-l 5202, I>art 1, is l1ereby clesignatcd 

• 

as being of cultural I1eritage value or i11terest. 

• 

• 2. 
• 

Tl1e reaso11s for desig11atio11 of tl1is property under tl1e 011ta1·io 1-Ie,·itagr!-' Act, • are set out 1n 
' 

Schedule ''A'' to tl1is by-law . 

• 

3. A copy of tl1is by-law shall be registered against tl1e property described above in tl1e La11d 

Registry a11d Land Titles Offices for tl1e Land Registry Division of Wl1itby (No. 40). 

4. The City Clerk is hereby autl1orized to serve a copy of tl1is by-law on the Ontario Heritage 

• 

Foundation and to publisl1 notice of tl1e passi11g of tl1is by-Jaw i11 tl1e Osl1awa Tlzis Wee!, 
• 

newspaper. 
• 

By-law read a first, seco11d and tl1ird ti1ne and finally passed tl1is seve11tl1 day of Ju11e, 2004 . 

• 
I ., 

Mayor City Clerk 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Scl1cdule ''A'' to City of Osl1awa By-L~1w 68-2004 

Passed tl1is 7111 day of Jt111c 2004 

Statement of Reasons For Desig11atio11 of 

Magne1·-Robson 1-Iottse 

268 Wi11cl1ester Road West 

City ofOshawa 

• • • 

• 

• 

• 

I 

The Council of the Corporation of tl1e City of Oshawa intends to designate the property at 268 

Winchester Road West as a property of cultural heritage value or inte1·est pttrsuant to tl1e provisions of 

tl1e 01ztario He,·itage Act, R.S.0. 1990, Clzapter 0.18, Part IV. 

Historical Sig11ificance • 

Tl1is 011e a11d a l1alf storey, sto11e farml1ouse was probably built i11 tlie 1860s by Tow11sl1ip of East 

. Whitby fa1·~11er John Magner. After changing l1a11ds a 11u1nber of tin1es, tl1e l1ouse a11d property was tl1e11 

sold to Charles Norn1an Robson ofOsl1awa's Robson Leather Co. Ltd. i11 1944. 

In the first half of the twe11tieth century, tl1ere was a trend an1ong successful bttsinessmen a11d 

industrialists to acquire far·rns a11d co11vert tl1e1n to cou11try ret1·eats or l1obby far111s. Often just outside 

urban centres, the dwelli11gs beca1ne arcl1itectt1rally stylisl1 co11versio11s of older strt1ctt1res. Gotl1ic 

revival fam1l1ouses, for example, l1ad a1·cl1itect designed Crafts111a11 or Arts a11d Crafts style makeove1·s . 

• 

The Robson l1ouse conversion in 1944-45 is near the closing years of this trend. Tl1e remodelling was 

1nore a reworki11g of tl1e layout to meet tl1e requests of an affluent owner tl1a11 an attempt to achieve a 

new arcl1itectural style. It is also notable for being undertake11 duri11g the Second War, wl1en there was 

some fear that urban centres would be targeted. Robson, however, bei11g affiliated with the No. 20 

Ele1nentary Flying Training Scl1ool at Osl1awa Airport, may have been aware tl1at by mid-1944 the end 

of the conflict was near. Tl1e war had been lt1crative for Robson Leather Co., who was contracted to 

supply the Canadian forces witl1 boot leather. 
, 

• 

' 
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Sig11ificant Architectural Attributes (to be protected by tl1e Desig11atio11) 

• Georgian style one a11d 011e ]1alf storey sto11e building and sto11e additio11; • • • 
•• 

• 

• 
• Two storey frame additio11; 

• Cut stone and field stone masonry; 
• 

• Four gable dorn1ers 011 soutl1 fac;ade; 

• Stone chimney; 

• Unique doorcase openings and window ope11ings; 

• Gable roof with retun1ed eaves and moulded cornice and frieze; 

• East facade verandal1; 

• 

Outbuildings: • 
• 

- Frame stable and barn structure inclt1ding co11crete silo; 

- Fra111c ca1·rii1gc l1ot1sc; 

- Peacock pens; 
. 

- 'Frame root cellar. 
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